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Forces Are Shlftlng

In Favor of the U. S,
‘Shultz Tells Senate

Secretary of State” George P. |

Shultz told the Senate Foreign Re-
lations Committee yesterday that

the United States dramatically has
improved 'its overall strengt.h rel- |

ative to the Soviet Union’s in the
past four years, paving’ "the way for
possnb]e achiévements in arms-con-
trol “.and U.S.-Soviet.= relatxons

-

-across-the-board. - <3 ¥

_ In the first of a series of. hearmgs <

- intended to be a ’ comprehens_we
review” of U.S. foreign policy,

* Shultz portrayed the United States -
and the West as a whole as increas-
ingly strong militarily, economically *
and politically, while the Soviets |

- face imposing difficulties,
A decade ago, the “Soviets “had

reason for confidence. that - what-
they caik thé global ‘correlation of -

“forces’ was shifting in their favor,”

Shultz said. But today, he declared, -
“we have reason-to be: ‘confident
that".the correlatron of forces 1s‘<

shifting back in our favor.”:

Secretary .of Defense. Caspar W :
Weinberger, the second’ w1tness, ‘

took-a notably darker view. He de—
- picted the Soviets as “building-on” a
- numerical mxhtary supenonty, *dra-

" matically improving” thequality of-
their weaponry, continuing to “wid--

en their conventional advantage in

“expanding the geographlcal reach"
. of their forces.” - RN
None of the senators on the pan

- el, holding its"first day of hxgh-pro-,.
| file hearings under the new chair:

«
[N

nearly every force category” -and.
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manshlp of Sen Richard G. Lugar :

(R-Ind.), said or asked.about the"

dlvergence of the two outlooks.” -
‘Weinberger - expressed strong

, s.opposmon to proposed-cuts in: the
‘ mlhtary budget request that Pres-

rdenﬁieagan w11] send to Congress

' -on Monday A e

And ‘he” refused 1mder heavy
questaomng from Sen. John_Glenn
- (D-Ohio) to retract .2 Defense De-,
. partment statement, issued in his

. name last Friday, saying-that those
who ‘wark for success in defense-

reductums ‘really mean success in

weakemng the securlty of the coun-

3 "

Glenn demanded that Wember-
ger ‘apologize for, “challenging the
loyalty” of critics, especrally to the
"immediate target of Friday's blast,
Senate Majority Leader Robert J
* Dole (R-Kan.).

Weinberger said he dld not har-
bor “the slightest suggestion of evil

-

motives” in proponents of military

cuts. However, he would neither
apologize - for nor. take back the
_statement made by his press
spokesman, Michael 1. Burch, and
- blamed reporters for not ‘checking
. Burch’s remarks with him before
publlshmg them. '

Lugar, in a statement that won
pralse from Democrats and fellow

Repubhcans, opened the hearmgs :

by saying that the time is “long

overdue” to reexamine the bages_of .

. gun . el ‘
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U.S. actions in the world because of '

- major changes and strains in the

postwar policy of “containment.”

"= Lugar referred to the growth of

. ican political consensus about for-

" Soviet’ military power- since the

1960s and the shattering of Amer-

eign policy due to the Vietnam ex-

* perience..

.\.

,-"dxrec‘!v in-the area. to support the '’
" program of “covert assistance” to
"anti-government rebels in- Nicara-..
_gua or to accept the actions of the
“We - simply
" must overcome our divisions on this |
- issue in the Congress if we are to.
“assist in the development of peace- -
: ful and fundamental change in Nic- :

Lo

_- statement that took about an hour

" ‘charter for covert U.S. actions |

< against the Soviets in varieus parts
L of the world. ~ .

. ‘Lugar 'paid specral attentlon to
Central America in his - opening

. statement and hxs quesnomng of

—

‘Shultz and Wemberger saymg that :
‘ scarcely has. any forengn policy ‘is- -,
_-sue come"before the- Congress in’
“‘recent years over wh1ch opnmon‘has
: ‘been more: divided.” o

. He added that the ‘nation seems .

"'unprepared to ‘deplov. U.S. 'forces

Nicaraguan regime.

aragua, Lugar said.
Shultz, in a lengthy prepared

to read, seemed to approve 2 broad

“Experience ‘shows we_ cannot |
deter or undo Soviet. geopolmcal
encroachments except by helping, -

.in one way or another; those resist-

ing directly on the ground,” he said. "

Continyed

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/02/27 : CIA-RDP90-00965R000504850657-1



e i ——— T — L " LD AL S A

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/02/27 : CIA-RDP90-00965R000504850057-1

Later Shultz remarked
“Marxist-Leninist rulers have found
that the aspiration for represent-
ative government is not so easy to
suppress” in Nicaragua, Afghani-
stan, Cambodia, Ethiopia and else-
where in Africa.

He added in the next breath that
“Americans have a long and honor-

.able tradition of supporting the
struggle of other peoples for free-
dom, democracy, mdependence and
liberation from tyranny.” "

The committee’s ranking Dem:
ocrat, Sen. Claiborne- Pell (R:1),
charged that the United States has
been “supportmg terrorists” by aid-

ing the “contra” rebels in Nicara-

gua, with the resuit that “several
thousand” people have been killed

and property destroyed. “One coun-

try’s terrorist is another country’s |

freedom fighter,” Pell said.

“I don’t accept that at all,” Sfmitz |
rephed He said the “contras” are |

“trymg to make a mark" on the Nr-
caraguan government and “t’lghtmg
for freedom.” R

Later, controversy arose about"
the responsibility for the ‘recent -

.suspension of diplomatic talks be-

i.tween the United States and .Nic-
aragua Lugar quoted Shultz as say- ..

ing that “for the moment, Nicara-:
. gua does not want to proceed” with
the talks and “has contempt for the

. Contadora process " of regional ne- °

gotiations.

By this time, Shultz had left Cap- -

itol Hill and Weinberger was before
the committee. The defense secre- "
; tary said he understood that “the
: whole approach and attitude of the
: Nicaraguans at the final. meeting
[with the United States] indicated
© no reason to continue the negoti-
: ations.”
He denied reports of a dxfference
. of. opinion «in the administration
. about breakmg off the dlscussmns
for the timé: bemg, saying it was “a
general consénsus” to take this ac-
tion. )

that

'—;»}dxscnphne and

‘Sen. Edward Zorinsky (D-Neb.)

quotéed Carlos Tunnermann, the
Nicaraguan ambassador to the

* United States, as saying that Nic- .

aragua “pleaded to continue the ne-

gotiations” but was turned down. -
A State Department official said
latér that the bilateral negotiations

.were suspended by Washington be-

Contadora countries on the regional

-gettlement the United States is

" seeking to advance.

- cause of Nicaragua'§ unwillingness
to work - constructively -with the |

Y Shultz declined to say what ideas

“he is considering to resurrect con-

‘gressional support for aid to the
‘rebels in Nicaragua or to create
.other pressurés agamst the govern-
ment. . -

. Shultz’s dlSCUSSlOﬂ of the Soviet

"..Union included an unusual public
. tribute to “my able .interlocutor,

Andrei Gromyko,” the Soviet for-

f elgn minister, whom | Shultz ‘met m

arms dlscusswns Jan. 7-8 in- Gene-f‘

va. Shultz cafled Gromyko “the liv- -
ing embodiment of some of the So-
*.viet Union’s -great advantages—

~ continuity, patience, the .ability to

stlck toit.” . o A
- “The democracnes +in contzrast

Gl herénce

b x

e gOur, waysxb’f“ﬁunkmg have
' ‘tended too often to focus elther on
incréasing our’ stréngth ‘or on;pur-

- suing negotxatlons rather thanijtake

“clearly the most sensible cogrse”
of doing both sxmultaneous]y, S}hultz
- said.
Toting up the 'score for Easz and
: West Shultz said that' “in thej last
four years, the underlying condi-
tions that affect U.S.-Soviet yela-
 tions have changed dramatically.”

“A decade or so ago, when the
United States was beset by -eco-
nomic difficulties,
defenses and hesitant about its; role

" of leadership, the Soviets exploited
these conditions, They continued

. their relentless military buildup;
. they and their clients moved more

- fashion a- long-term strategy ,and to ‘

have long had dlfflculty'mamtmmng ‘
.-the same consxs‘tj cy,
; stt egy

neglecting its

~ strength and economic - vigors and

. profound structural economlc; dif-
. ficulties, a  continuing succession

.

‘boldly in the geopolitical arend, in-

tervening in such places as Angola,

: Cambodia, Ethiopia and Afghani-
. stan, believing that the Westdwas

incapable of resnstmg

“Today the West 1s more uﬁlted
than ever before. The Upited
States is restoring its : military

has regained its self-assurancey We
have a president with a fresh fnan-
date from the people for- an- a&tlve
role of leadership.

*The Soviets, in contrast; *face

problem and restless allies; its di-
plomacy and its clients are orl the
defensive in many parts of‘ the
world.”

Both Shultz and Wemberger
spoke in advocacy of Reagan’s Stra-
tegic Defense Initiative' or ’Star
Wars” plan.

The language of their statements

* about the use of U.S. force abmad
including U.S. military responses to

terrorism, was muted on both sides
in a way that deemphasized- their
past public disagreements.- 3
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